EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1914

the crowd was not there to greet the Emperor's
nephew. It was the day of Kossovo, the anniversary
of that fatal fight when the Sultan Murad I. destroyed
the old Serbian kingdom. For five centuries it had
been kept as a day of mourning, but this year for
the first time it was celebrated in Serbia as a national
fete, since the Balkan War had restored the losses
of the Field of Blackbirds.

The heir to the Austrian throne was not a popular
figure, a morose, silent man whose ruling passion
was for holocausts of game at shooting-parties ; and
his federalist politics were anathema to the Austrian
governing classes. But he was an intimate of the
German Emperor, and only a fortnight before they
had pledged their friendship.

The royal party proceeded slowly towards the
Town Hall. Motoring in Serajevo is a leisurely
business, and there was a great crowd along the
Appel Quay. Just before they reached the Chumuria
Bridge over the Miliatzka a black package fell on
the open hood of the Archduke's car. He pushed it
off, and it exploded in front of the second car, slightly
wounding two of his suite and six or seven spectators.
The would-be assassin was arrested. He was a
compositor called Gabrinovitch, from Trebinje in
Herzegovina, who had lived some time in Belgrade.
" The fellow will get the Cross of Merit for this," was
the reported remark of the Archduke. He knew his
real enemies, and was aware that to powerful circles
in Vienna and Budapest the news of his death would
not be unwelcome.

Arrived at the Town Hall, the Archduke was pre-
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